84 HITACHI UT42MX70

£2,000 Approx

Flat hunter

Breathtaking design, breathtaking pictures, but not actually a TV...

e UT pre“x of Hitachies
UT42MX70 stands for Ultra
Thin. And, unlike similar

descriptive monikers from certain
other brands (see the Sharp
elsewhere in this grouptest), in this
case Ultra Thin really means
something ... the UT42MX70 is a
mere 35mm deep/thin.

This is barely a third of the depth
of your typical «"ate TV, and
immediately gives it an aesthetic
head start.

Hitachi has conjured up a series
of innovations to achieve this
skinniness, including making the
LCD layers more compact, massively
shrinking the internal power supply,
reworking the ventilation system to
improve heat dissipation, and
cramming separate components
onto single chipsets. Plus it has
taken the TV tuner out. No, really.
Tuners are chunky things, apparently,
and squeezing one into the
UT42MX70 would have
compromised its svelteness.

So clearly it had to go! Along with
any built-in speakers...
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This clearly isnst great news for Slinky:
people with no external TV receiver, 35mm deep,
such as a Sky HD or Freeview box. but no

tuner. Or

And the UT42MX70es provision of
just one HDMI input for HD video use
doesnet exactly improve matters.

This is why the UT42MX70 is
currently targeted at the AV install
market, where it will become the
screen part of a wider AV system.
Though ites worth noting that
Hitachi has rolled out an external
multimedia AV switchbox to
accompany the UT screenss

The UT42MX70es internal specs
are far less controversial. Theress a
Full HD pixel count, 100Hz
processing, 1080p24 support, picture
tweaks galore, and, best of all, the
latest version of Hitachies Picture
Master HD processing, which includes
16bit colour processing and multiple
noise reduction routines.

Thankfully the Ultra Thin
design hasnet compromised the
UT42MX70es picture quality at all.
In fact, Id rate this the best” at TV
picture Hitachi has ever produced,
leaving the impressive HD picture

speakers, even

www.hitachidigitalmedia.com

Tech Labs

Following the sWoooe philosophy of
producing a super-slim screen
without a tuner, this display is
expensive if you think of it as an
ordinary TV. However, it offers an
excellently balanced picture.
Pre-calibration colour temp was high
at 8,126K ( Point A ) with excessive
Blue ( Point B ), but manual
adjustment delivered an
almost-perfect 6,504K

Before calibration

Colour temperature8,162K
RGB93/100/125 |Luminance66.10fL
Contrast ratio297:1

After calibration

Colour temperature8,504K (user)
RGB100/100/100 Luminance50.35fL
Contrast ratio212:1

quality of Sweeney Todd on Blu-ray
shining through. LCD motion blur?
Gone. Grain and dot crawl? Nowhere.
Processing side effects from the
100Hz and Picture Master routines?
None that | could spot. Colour
crosstalk? AWOL. Edge shimmer

or ghosting? Donst be silly.

Adding to such hi-def purity are
some Vibrant colour tones,
including rich, credible reds
so often rendered orange by rival
screens. Fine detail reproduction and
viewing angle is excellent, too.

With standard-def pictures also
looking clean and crisp, the only
thing fetching the UT42MX70 up
agonisingly short of LCD
superstardom is its black level
response and slightly limited shadow
detail. As Sweeney arrives in London
atthe “ Imes start, the night sky looks
a touch too grey for comfort.

But donet panic ... only rarely does
this issue come between you and
the enjoyment of what might just
be the most divinely natural pictures
leve yet seen from an LCD panel.

Talk about a tough act to follow!

11/8/08 10:47:36
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LG 42PG6000

£700 www.lge.co.uk 85

Plasma has an off day

The only non-LCD contender in our grouptest surprisingly comes up short

ot so very long ago, a 42in
N grouptest would have been

totally dominated by plasma
technology, with LCD struggling to
reach such a eprodigiouse screen size.
How times have changed. This“  ve-
strong roundup boasts only a single
plasma model. And, where in the
past | would have generally expected
a plasma model to come out on top,
today it looks as though the LCD
hordes have got the edge.

Not that LGes 42PG6000 is
unattractive. ltes a very nice-looking
telly, combining a rich, glossy black
“nish with an innovative totally ” ate
fascia where the bezel and the
screen appear to be made from
the same single sheet of glass.

Ites on the money with its
connections too, thanks to its
inclusion of four v1.3 HDMI sockets,
as well as a PC feed and a USB

2.0 jack you can use for playing back
JPEG or MP3 “ les.

Picture processing duties come
courtesy of a 100Hz system to
reduce edge " icker, plus LGes tried,
tested and basically solid XD Engine

system, with its emphasis on
improving detail, motion, colours and
variants of noise levels.

Unfortunately the use of plasma
tech can be felt in a negative way,
too: the 42PG6000es native
resolution of 1024 x 768. Not a Full
HD TV, then.

Sadly this is re”ected in the TVes
performance. It just doesnet seem to
me that the 42PG6000 can resolve
quite as much detail inmy  Sweeney
Todd Blu-ray as the best of the other
contenders in this group, leaving the
HD image looking slightly soft.

It also looks gritty without any noise
reduction routines turned on. Yet if
you do activate noise reduction, the
picture merely softens up even more.

Another problem with the
42PG6000 is that it only manages
a hit-and-miss job of reproducing
the overtly stylised colour palette
of Tim Burtones cinematography.
The awkward, low-lit skin tones tend
to be handled well, but the reds
of the copious amounts of blood
look rather orange. Therees also a
vague greenish pall hanging over

Black sheep:

LG’s TV is the
only plasma in

our grouptest

Tech Labs

N

LGes well-connected plasma delivers
impressive images, though pre-
calibration colour temperature is
scorching at 10,647K ( Point A ), with
Blue out of kilter at 151% ( Point B ). As
with the LCD sets, the PG6000 offers
only a choice of colour temperature
presets rather than full manual
adjustment, but the Warm preset
does deliver an acceptable 6,751K

Before calibration

Colour temperaturet0,647K
RGB91/98/151 Luminance23.68fL
Contrast ratio470:1

After calibration

Colour temperature8, 751K (warm)
RGB102/ 99 /107 Luminance24.51fL
Contrast ratio489:1

some dark scenes, and the rich
greens of the "owers and grass in
some of Toddes dream sequences
look a touch eradioactives.

The 42PG6000es black level isnet
as deep as l«d expected, with
noticeable clouding. Quick light-to-
dark transitions reveal a little short-
term image retention, too, of the sort
rarely seen from rival plasma brands.

Despite the clouding, therees
considerable depth and shadow
detail in dark areas. Plus the LG does
a decent job of upscaling SD pictures,
and avoids the motion blur that still
affects many LCD screens.

LG claims a typically improbable
contrast ratio for the screen, but in
our Tech labs we registered a real-
world contrast after calibration of
roughly 500:1, which is average.

On a more positive note, the setes
Mark Levinson-tuned speakers do
a credible job of delivering  Sweeney
Todd s audio.

An uneven performance, then, and
ultimately not enough to stop me
slitting the throat of the 42PG6000,
Sweeney-style.

OCTOBER 2008 HOME CINEMA CHOICE
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86 PHILIPS 42PFL9603D

®

£1,700 Approx

www.philips.co.uk

Appliance of science

Can Philips’ most sophisticated processing system yet win over the doubters?

o TVs divide opinion among
N Team HCC quite so readily as

those from Philips. Some
argue that the bene“ts of the copious
picture processing Philips TVs use
vastly outweighs any negative side
effects that might be created. Others
on the editorial board struggle to see
beyond those side effects.

Which is why the 42PFL9603D
could be so important. For it features
the very latest iteration of Philips
processing technology, complete
with a plethora of new efforts to
resolve such controversial «glitchese.

The new version of Perfect Pixel
HD brings in wizardry aimed at
improving contrast and colours, as
well as the motion and sharpness
enhancements key to the previous
Perfect Pixel generation.

Before getting into all that,
though, lsve got to praise the setes
design. Part of Philipse Design
Collection, the 42PFL9603D really
does look sumptuous with its gloss
black bezel, unique transparent outer
eshroude, and stereo Ambilight
system, where coloured light
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sympathetic to the image content
spills from the left and right sides.

Connectivity is good too, thanks to
four v1.3 HDMls, Ethernet port for
home network integration, and USB
port able to handle a variety of
multimedia “  le formats.

With pretty much every element
of the Perfect Pixel Engine adjustable
in the endless onscreen menus, the
42PFL9603D is not for the faint-
hearted. But provided youere willing
you commit to regular tinkering,
the 42PFL9603D can
reward you with quite
sensational pictures that
| doubt any would argue with.

Particularly outrageous, as usual
with a Philips TV, is the amount of
detail visible in not only HD but
standard-de* nition feeds too. Every
“ bre of Sweeney Toddes distinctive
waistcoats are perfectly de“  ned,
along with every whisker on every
soon-to-be-slashed throat.

This detail prowess is emphasised
by the fact that the set is, for the
most part, free of motion blur ... even
with the HD Natural Motion and

Catwalk TV:
This stylish
42inLCD is

part of Philips’
Design
Collection

Tech Labs

Though pre-calibration colour
temperature of this tech-savvy Philips
LCD is a tad high at 9,679K (Point A)

due to high Blue of

141%(Point B ), manual adjustment

delivers an almost perfect 6,532K.
Contrast is impressive at 1226:1

after calibration

Before calibration

Colour temperature9,679K
RGB89/99/141 Luminance56.32fL
Contrast ratio1,555:1

After calibration

Colour temperature8,532K (custom)
RGB100/100/100 Luminance45.62fL
Contrast ratio1226:1

100Hz systems deactivated. Colours,
meanwhile, are grandstandingly
vigorous, but also claim the most
natural tonal range in this grouptest,
and the setes black level is among the
deepest and most detailed Ieve yet
seen from an LCD TV.

However, you must invest time in
the setes menu system. If you donet
deactivate the HD Natural Motion
mode during sports viewing you can
get ghostly echoes of fast-moving
objects like cricket balls. And if you
donst turn off the *Advanced
Sharpnesse feature during standard-
def viewing, edges can look stressy.
| also strongly advise keeping all
noise reduction off during HD
viewing, and only at minimum with
SD ... it can soften images too much.

Provided you follow these simple
(?) rules, though, the 42PFL9603Des
pictures are amongst the best in the
LCD world right now.

Audio is no slouch either, as
a couple of subwoofers on the TVes
backside help it produce a nice
mid-range, effortless clarity and lots
of power on tap.
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SHARP LC-42LX2E

®

£1,200 Approx

www.sharp.co.uk 87

Good for an HD diet

Sharp’s latest 42in LCD is the proverbial game of two halves

Sharpes LCD output in recent

times, I«d say that while its core
panel design is strong, its image
processing isnet amongst the best in
the market. And unsurprisingly this
pretty accurately describes the
42LX2E, too.

The setes design is decently
attractive if not particularly
imaginative. | didnet “nd it that slim,
mind you, which is a shame given
that Sharpes marketing blurb tries

I f 1 was to (crudely) summarise

to make out ites a *Super Thine design.

Compared with the Hitachi in this
grouptest, the 42XL2E might better
be described as fairly fate.

Connectivity is fair enough, with
three v1.3 HDMIs, a digital audio
output and a D-Sub PC jack
particularly catching the eye.

Heading up the picture processing
is a 100Hz engine, designed to tackle
LCD motion blurring problems. This
would normally be a happy enough
discovery, but | still remember with a
shudder the hopelessly over-cooked
100Hz system found on Sharpes
previous generation.

You also get «tru-De, a relatively
low-level system aimed at reducing
image judder and boosting contrast.

However, one really cool feature of
the 42XL2E is the way its HDMIs can
recognise what devices are attached
to them, and automatically label the
HDMI input accordingly. The wonders
of CEC, | guess.

And so | come to the 42XL2Ees
performance ... which is determined
largely by what you feed it. With HD it
delivers the goods. Detail levels with
the Sweeney Todd Blu-ray are high,
noise levels are minimal (except on
the odd occasion where noise exists
in the source, of course), colours are
rich and smoothly blended, black
levels are satisfyingly deep and, most
pleasing of all, motion looks " uid and
... if youere careful with the TVes
settings ... pretty m uch eglitch freee.

The reason lsm so pleased about
this latter point is that it shows
Sharp has left nearly all of its
previous 100Hz woes behind, now
delivering just the bene* ts of the
system without so many unwanted
side effects.

Not perfect:

The Sharp’s SD
performance
marks it down

Tech Labs

A top-of-the-range model with 100Hz
processing and a 10bit panel, this
Sharp features somewhat
disappointing colour handling; pre-
calibration colour temp of 10,006K
(Point A ) was due to high Blue ( Point
B), and in the absence of manual
adjustment, only the Mid-low preset
with its barely satisfactory 7,295K
offered any improvement

Before calibration

Colour temperaturet0,006K
RGB93/98/146 Luminance39.08fL
Contrast ratio272:1

After calibration

Colour temperaturer,295K (mid-low)
RGB102/98/117 Luminance36.87fL
Contrast ratio124:1

Unfortunately though, while the
general purity of the 42XL2Ess HD
presentation reveals good quality in
its core panel design, and the 100Hz
engine is now pretty successful,
questions remain over other aspects
of the companyes processing.

For instance, if you use the
*Advanceds Film Mode option while
watching movies, the image starts to
glitch quite strikingly during camera
pans. Also, more alarmingly, the
42XL2E proves average at upscaling
standard-def pictures to its Full HD
pixel count. SD colours lose their tonal
integrity, the image softens up, motion
blur comes into play and many of the
artefacts in your typical SD de*  nition
digital source tend to get exaggerated.

The 42XL2E also underwhelms in
the audio department, passing
muster with normal day-time TV-
type fodder, but becoming very *  at
and muf'ed under the duress of one
of Toddes louder musical numbers.

In the end the 42XL2E passes
muster as a good if costly HD monitor
for a swish AV room. But ites de*  nitely
got its limitations as a living room TV.

OCTOBER 2008 HOME CINEMA CHOICE
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88 TOSHIBA 42XV505DB

®

£750 Approx

Low-level LCD

Toshiba’'s LCD screen doesn’t do anything wrong — but doesn't stand out, eithe r

ith the sheer number of
W TVs on dealerss shelves
becoming bewildering,

standing out from the crowd is ever-
more important. And in terms of
aesthetics, at least, Toshibass
42XV505DB does exactly that,
thanks to an unusually slender bezel
(under an inch across) that should
help it“ tinto even the most crowded
living room.

It also manages a small
connections scoupe over its rivals by
including a subwoofer line out
(crossed-over from the stereo feed)
alongside such de rigueur options as
three v.1.3 HDMIs, a PC port, and a
digital audio output. The pity is that
these are pretty much the only areas
where the 42XV505DB does stand
out; in performance terms, in
particular, itss no more than par for
the course.

The 42XV505DB sports Toshibass
Active Vision LCD image processing
system, with its multiple processing
targets of motion control, contrast,
colour and detail enhancement, and
noise reduction ... a pretty persuasive
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concoction, yousd imagine. Except for
the fact, perhaps, that theress no
100Hz element.

Toshiba quotes a high 25,000:1
contrast ratio for the 42XV505DB,
although our real world tests actually
put it at a lowly 263:1 after
calibration, plus therees an unusually
comprehensive suite of colour
adjustments and multi-level MPEG
noise reduction.

The 42XV505DBss pictures are
good without being outstanding.

Take black level response, for

instance. The scenes in Mrs Lovettes
basement, on the Sweeney Todd Blu-
ray release, are certainly less troubled
by tell-tale greyness than seen on
earlier generations of comparable
Toshiba LCDs. But at the same time

the black level depth is certainly

not up there with the best rivals in

this grouptest.

Similarly, while the 42XV505DB
uses its Full HD resolution to deliver a
good sense of sharpness and detail
with HD sources, images arenst as
eye-poppingly crisp as those of the
best rivals ... especially as a little low-

VS AN

Bass master:
Unusually, the
Toshiba LCD
includes

a subwoofer
line out

www.toshiba.co.uk

Tech Labs

This Toshes picture performance owes
most to excellent black levels. Pre-
calibration colour temperature was

high at 8,132K ( Point A ) due to high

Blue reading of 134% ( Point B ), but
user adjustment of R/G/B levels
yielded an almost perfect 6,458K

Before calibration

Colour temperature8572K
RGB107/94/134 |Luminance57.78fL
Contrast ratio227:1

After calibration

Colour temperature6, 458K (user)
RGB100/ 100/99 Luminance62.09fL
Contrast ratio263:1

level motion blur occasionally pops
up to soften things out.

And again, while colours are
impressively intense during  Todd s
deliberately over-saturated sfantasye
sequences, theyere also not quite as
consistently natural in tone as lsve
seem them elsewhere. Also, the setes
1080p24 Blu-ray handling seems
reasonably astute, but ites not as slick
and judder-free as that of other
screens around right now.

There are some noise and colour
tone issues too, with SD material,
especially when watching digital
broadcasts from the TVes own tuner.

The 42XV505DBes speakers are
able to produce a surprisingly wide
soundstage, with plenty of treble
action and some well-calculated
effects placement, but therees a lot of
compression in the mid and bass
ranges, causing muddiness and even
distortion at times of audio duress.

Not for the “rst time in recent
months (or this issue ... see page 97)
wesre left at the end of a Toshiba TV
review feeling that the brand is
capable of better.

11/8/08 10:47:50
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The joy of diversity..

So, which one of the last two TVs

grouptest appears to prove above

all else, ites that after a sustained
period where price seemed to be the
only thing anyone cared about, the
market is “ nally starting to diversify,
with genuinely luxurious sets pulling
away from the entry-level crowd.

The only problem is that the more
extravagant sets in this test brutally
illuminate the shortcomings in our
more affordable models. In fact, lem
as surprised as anyone else to have
to place LGes 42PG6000 plasma TV
at the bottom of this league table. It
gets a few things right; its black levels
are reasonably deep versus most of
our LCD contenders (if not other
plasma sets), and its motion is clean
and sharp. But the list of problems

I f therees one thing this TV

we uncovered ultimately grew just
too long to ignore.

Toshibaes 42XV505DB winds up in
4th position ... slightly harshly for a
TV that doesnet really commit any
crimes per se and actually improves
on previous offerings. However,
improving on your own products is
one thing; raising them to the same
sort of heights as those of some of
your rivals is quite another.

The bronze medal is earned by
Sharpes 42XL2E. An iffy standard-def
performance prevents me from being
able to give this TV a whole-hearted
recommendation, but as an HD
monitor itss a superior set. If Sharp
can get to grips with its scaling
processing next time out, it could be
on to something really special.

comes out on top?

Actually, itss a massively dif*
choice. Both the Hitachi and Philips
feature stunning designs, and use
some outstanding picture processing
to produce state-of-the-art pictures.
The Hitachies pictures
are more natural, but the
Philips pictures are more

dramatic

In the end, after much brow-
furrowing, wesve gone for the Philips
in top position on the grounds that
Hitachies £2,000 asking price is
mainly paying for its slimness, while
the £300 cheaper Philips model
combines its good looks with a list of
genuinely useful features, and ites got

a TV tuner, to boot

cult

ps 42P
~our pi k of these
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HCC VERDICT

Philips 42PFL9603D

Price check: www.techradar.com/4236

Highs:Capable of great HD and SD
picture quality; strong audio;
brimming with features
Lows:Can suffer artefacts if you donst
adjust settings for different sources

Performancef '5)
Design: o
Features: '5)
Overallf o
Specifications

HD Readyesup to 1080p24
Digital TV Tuneves
HDMI/DVIvesfour HDMIs
PC Inputyesone D-Sub
Dimensions1054(w) x 658(h) x

FeaturesHD Natural Motion; 100Hz;
Perfect Sharpness; Perfect Colour;
Perfect Contrast; Active Control;
Ambilight Spectra 2; Network
capability; multimedia playback

£1,700 Approx

100(d)mm
Weight:22.7kg

4

HCC VERDICT

Hitachi UT42MX70
£2,000 Approx
Price check: www.techradar.com/4239

Highs:Natural pictures, especially
with HD; gorgeous thin design; good
with standard-def too

Lows:No tuner or speakers and only
limited built-in connectivity

Performancef ©
Design! '5)
Features! 9
Overallf o
Specifications

HD Readyesup to 1080p24
Digital TV Tunexo nor any other tuner
come to that
HDMI/DVIyesone HDMI
PC Inputyesone D-Sub
Dimensions1036(w) x 678(h) x
35(d)mm
Weight:18kg
Features35mm deep; Picture Master
HD processing; 100Hz processing;
10,000:1 claimed contrast ratio;
various noise reduction routines

71
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It's playtime...
Ten HD games to make your 42in TV explode with delight

Too Human (Xbox 360, pictured left) £40 approx

An incredibly involving hackeneslash fest that borrows

from Norse mythology in a cunning way 12345
Soulcalibur IV (Xbox 360, PS3) £40 approx

Fight as Yoda or Darth Vader in this beat-emeup with

bells on. And it looks absolutely amazing 12345
Ninja Gaiden Il (Xbox 360) £40 approx

More hacking action in this clever and sumptuously-

styled sequel. Hiiiiyyyyahhh! 12345
Ferrari Challenge (PS3) £40 approx

Of“cially licensed by the Italian supercar giants, ites a
lesson in smart driving game mechanics 12
Race Driver: Grid (Xbox 360, PS3) £40 approx
Possibly the most playable and best-looking driv{n%

game around at the moment 34 5
Beijing 2008 (Xbox 360, PS3) £40 approx

Button-bashing action combined with sumptuous

graphics helps this game last beyond the live evdn2 3 4 '5
Kung Fu Panda (Xbox 360, PS3) £40 approx
Designed primarily for kids, theress enough
chop-sockey action for adults too

Metal Gear Solid 4 (PS3) £40 approx
Possibly the best, and most expansive, game in the

PS3es arsenal. If you love sneaking, yousll love thi2 3 4 5
Guitar Hero: Aerosmith (Xbox 360, PS3) £65/£40 approx
Available with a guitar, or solus for preSeitar

Herofans, theress stacks of tracks to rock out to'1 "2 3/ 4 15
Battle“eld: Bad Company (Xbox 360, PS3) £40 approx
Mad, bonkers skirmish action thates even better

online than off. Tanks away! 12345

345

12345

3RD

HCC VERDICT

Sharp LC42LX2E
£1,200 Approx
Price check: www.techradar.com/4238|

Highs:Very good HD performer; neat
design; fair feature count
Lows:Standard-definition

pictures not great; audio
performance average

L4

HCC VERDICT

Toshiba 42XV505DB
£750 Approx
Price check: www.techradar.com/360691

Highs:Solid picture performer;
solid looks; solid feature
count!
Lows:Just doesnet manage to excite
in any way; slight motion blur

HCC VERDICT

LG 42PG6000
£700 Approx
Price check: www.techradar.com/361087

Highs:Looks nice; no motion noise;
great connectivity
Lows:Black levels not up to expected
standards; some colour issues;
rather noisy and soft picture

Performancef 0 Performance e Performance
Design! o Design: 4 Design! o
Features: 0 Features: o Features: o
Overallf e Overallf e Overallf e
Specifications Specifications Specifications
HD Readyesup to 1080p24 HD Readyesup to 1080p24 HD Readyes

Digital TV Tuneves
HDMI/DVlyesthree HDMIs
PC Inputyesone D-Sub
Dimensions1004(w) x 646(h) x
95.8(d)mm
Weight:26.5kg
Featurestru-D processing; 100Hz
processing; 10,000:1 contrast ratio;
Advanced progressive film mode

HCC160.gt Secl:91

Digital TV Tuneves

HDMI/DVIvesghree HDMIs

PC Input¥esone D-Sub
Dimensions1010(w) x 690(h) x
260(d)mm

Weight:26.7kg

FeaturesActiveVision LCD; 25,000:1

contrast ratio; colour management;

noise reduction systems; Full HD
Resolution

Digital TV Tuneves

HDMI/DVIyesfour HDMIs

PC Inputyesone D-Sub
Dimensions1044(w) x 735(h) x
308(d)mm

Weight:27.8kg

FeaturesXD engine processing;
100Hz processing; 30,000:1 contrast
ratio; Clear Voice mode; Game
mode; single-layer fascia designs
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